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In this landmark election year, 
Akiba’s middle school teachers 
chose to dedicate an entire day to 
helping students understand and 
debate the election platform not 
only through their parents’ views, 
but by learning themselves about 
specifi c issues and each candidate’s 
positions.

On Monday, Oct. 27, every 
teacher invited debate on issues 
relating to their subject matter. In 
science, the discussion revolved 
around the environment. Mrs. 
Ticker stated different views on 
renewable alternative fuels, off-
shore drilling and fuel efficiency, 
without mentioning the propo-
nent of each recommendation. 
Students heard about the differ-
ent options and were invited to 
express their views and opinions. 
Math teacher Caron Robinson 
was all fired up about the econ-
omy. The discussion elaborated 
the candidates’ position on tax-
es, and understanding the recent 

Wall Street and housing melt-
downs and the economic chal-
lenges that the next government 
will face.

Rav Jeff Schrager, during Navi 
and Chumash (Bible studies), 
helped students defi ne the laws 
of separation of church and state, 
and brought forward each candi-
date’s position on Middle Eastern 
policy and the state of Israel. The 
oral law session was dedicated to 
the government and elections in 
general; language arts focused on 
educational issues; and each social 
studies class created a mock polit-
ical ad online and wrote speeches 
as if they were candidates.

Rabbi Asher Block, who trav-
eled from Houston to discuss 
with eighth-grade students the 
political advocacy work of Agu-
dath Israel in Texas, was im-
pressed with the “interaction 
and keen interest shown by the 
children during the entire pro-
gram, a clear indication of their 

command of the critical issues 
facing both the U.S. and Israel.”

Students and teachers alike 
were thrilled with the outcome of 
the program: “We had an abso-
lutely amazing day of learning,” 
Rav Jeff Schrager commented 
later that evening in his parent/

student blog. “The main focus 
remained on the issues, and our 
goal to challenge our students to 
move beyond the ‘I like a candi-
date’ to ‘I support a candidate on 
this issue’ was accomplished. Our 
students learned that you might 
agree with one candidate on one 

issue and with another candidate 
on another issue. We discussed 
the importance of prioritizing, in 
order to make better decisions.”

Science teacher Denny Ticker 
summarized the day appropriate-
ly: “A lot of thinking was going on 
today!”

By Rachel Gross
Rabbi Brad Hirschfi eld stopped 

in Dallas this week as part of the 
tour for his book, “You Don’t Need 
to Be Wrong for Me to Be Right: 
Finding Faith Without Fanaticism.” 
He held a book signing and gave a 
talk at the JCC on Nov. 10. This book 
addresses some key issues of our 
time and reveals how to be commit-
ted to one’s faith while at the same 
time remaining open to other reli-
gious traditions. Rabbi Hirschfi eld is 
the president of CLAL–The National 
Jewish Life Center for Learning. He 
offers a unique perspective on the 
American spiritual landscape and 
social trends to audiences around 
the country.

Q: What inspired you to write 
this book?

A: I give credit to different things: 
my agent, 9/11 and the awareness 
that the world was becoming a po-
larized place. I don’t think of myself 
as a writer, but a storyteller. I am 
interested in telling stories that help 
people have more fulfi lling, mean-
ingful personal lives, give them the 
tools to contribute to a better world 
and to be able to tell their own sto-
ries. Any teaching in my book is that 
it’s part memoir, and everyone has a 
story to tell. The ability to hear each 
other’s stories, even if you don’t like 
or agree with them, is an important 
piece in creating a healthy, more 
peaceful world.

Q: What kind of message do you 

want people to get from it?
A; The book is part memoir and 

part journey. What the book hopes 
to do is give people a compass to nav-
igate this terribly polarized world. 
Sometimes it’s between parents 
and child who don’t speak, friends 
who are fi ghting, someone who is 
a passionate Democrat or Republi-
can, people with different faiths. It’s 
meant to point toward people’s abili-
ty to have a commitment to religious 
or political expression.

Q: How do you think Barack 
Obama will affect our country and 
the Jewish people?

A: It is a historical moment to 
witness the fi rst African American 
in the presidency, whether you agree 
with his policies or not. I don’t know 

if this could have happened any place 
else than America. I also think his 
election represents people’s willing-
ness to take a chance based on hope 
rather than staying the course based 
on feelings; whether people who 
voted are right or not, time will tell. I 
love it when people take a strong po-
sition. It’s just as important to learn 
from people who take alternate po-
sitions. It’s important to have those 
people and those views to really suc-
ceed.

Q: Why did you decide to come 
to Dallas as part of your book tour?

A: I have a relationship with Dal-
las, from the special people in the 
community to the leadership with 
people from the Federation, and with 
my experience speaking at SMU last 

spring. All of that makes community 
dear to my heart. It also has to do 
with the Jewish book festival. It’s be-
cause Jewish institutions love books 
and have creative ends for authors 
like this.

Q: What is your favorite part of 
the book tour?

A: It is the people I meet and the 
questions I get asked. There is always 
a different perspective and that’s 
where I learn from people. That’s 
what allows me to keep growing. 
I also enjoy when I hear back from 

readers that their lives have been im-
pacted and relationships have been 
enhanced. That’s pretty gratifying. 
I do love ideas and think they are 
important, but people are more im-
portant. The fact that we have ideas 
helps people and that’s my measure 
of success.

More information about Rabbi Hirschfi eld and 

his book can be found on his Web site, www.

bradhirschfi eld.com, or log on to www.clal.org.
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E i g h t h - g r a d e 
students Max 
Williams,  Samuel 
Coretz and Dory 
Fine discuss 
politics with 
Mrs. Miriam 
 Tannenbaum in 
Akiba’s outdoor 
classroom
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