
One was a hero, one is, and all of
us either could be or already are.
In an age when people question
whether there really are heroes
anymore, Chanukah reminds us

that there are always heroes
and we are them — if we give

ourselves permission.
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Clal–
The National
Jewish Center 
for Learning 

and Leadership:
Brings

Jewish wisdom to the
American spiritual

landscape and makes it a
resource for all.

Builds
bridges across

communities to encourage
pluralism and openness.

Promotes
inclusive Jewish

communities in which 
all voices are heard.

Nurtures
volunteer, professional
and rabbinic leadership

to build dynamic
communities and helps

people to re-imagine
Jewish life.

Enhances
Jewish participation 

in American civic and
spiritual life.

What do
Judah Maccabee,
Igor Olshansky,
and You all have

in common?

In a word—

HEROISM

“Who can tell
Jewish hero stories?

We can!”
Early Zionist

Chanukah song
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EA C H  O F  U S , according to Rabbi
Abraham Isaac Kook, is a living
Chanukah candle capable of

spreading our own inner light in the
world and living a story of heroism by
doing so. Like that little jar of oil which
burned longer than anyone thought
reasonable, we can live more brightly than
we often imagine, even under the most
difficult of circumstances.

LI K E  J U D A H  A N D  I G O R ,
each of us can live our most
deeply held values in ways that

not only improve our own lives, but
contribute to the lives of those with
whom we live and work.

This Chanukah, ask yourself:

What values do you hold that
could be lived more fully
and inspire those around you?

When have you done

WE  A L L  K N O W  T H E  S T O R Y
of brave, strong Judah and his
brothers. But do we recall 

that he was a small town boy with few
material or institutional resources at his
disposal when he began his career? Do 
we remember that he is a hero because
he lived his values, not because he 
became famous? 

IN  A  C U LT U R E which too often
substitutes celebrity for heroism, we
need to recall that part of the story

also. It’s the part which reminds us that
everyone is already a hero, or at least has
the capacity to be one. It’s the part of the
story that reminds us that no matter who
we are, we can live according to our most
deeply held values and proudly share
them with others. That’s what Igor
Olshansky does.

The 6’6”, 315 lb. Dallas Cowboys defensive
end with Stars of David tattooed on his
shoulders arrived in America from Ukraine
in 1989. Fiercely proud of his Jewishness
and happy to tell all listeners that it
defines his efforts to be a good person,
Igor, too, is a hero living his values. And
that is something each of us can also do.

EA C H  O F  U S , according to Rabbi
Abraham Isaac Kook, is a living
Chanukah candle capable of

spreading our own inner light in the
world and living a story of heroism by
doing so. Like that little jar of oil which
burned longer than anyone thought
reasonable, we can live more brightly than
we often imagine, even under the most
difficult of circumstances.

LI K E  J U D A H  A N D  I G O R ,
each of us can live our most
deeply held values in ways that

not only improve our own lives, but
contribute to the lives of those with
whom we live and work.

This Chanukah, ask yourself:

What values do you hold that
could be lived more fully and
inspire those around you?

When have you done
something heroic?
Remember, it doesn’t have to be
big to be real.

Who inspires you
and how do they do so?

TH I S  C H A N U K A H , remind
at least one other person—
your child, a friend, whomever 

you choose, that they, too, can be a 
hero by living their values out loud.


