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Clal's diverse faculty, with its
reputation for excellence, provides
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Have you

ever felt

LEFT
OUT?

Locked out by the
circumstances of your life?

At one time or another most of
us have. As Yom Kippur ends, the
final words of the day remind us
that we hold more keys than we

often imagine to the locked

places in our lives.
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ALLED NE’ILAH,the locking,

this service invites us to see

ourselves not necessarily as
those upon whom the gates of hope and
possibility are closing, but as swinging
shut behind us as we enter into a new
year.Yom Kippur promises a fresh start.
The real question is whether or not
we are prepared to take it.

The Talmud (Y. Ber. 31a) teaches that
Ne’ilah begins as the sun sets because
that is when the gates of the Temple were
closed. But even when those gates were
closed for millennia, we were not locked
out. The Rabbis opened new doors,
including that of prayer—prayers like
Ne'ilah.

Just as the past year has brought moments
of pain and frustration into each of our
lives, we can choose to either see ourselves
as simply locked out of a better future, or
as people who hold the keys to help make
a better future happen.
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S WE RISE for the final

moments of the day, consider

yourself as one rising to walk
through the gates of this past year
and into the next. Meditating on these
simple questions will prepare you to
take those steps with greater purpose,
meaning and joy.

What doors have closed
on you this past year?

What new ones would you like
to open as you move into
the year ahead?

How will you prepare yourself
to open those doors?

Upon whom or what can you
call to help you in that process?

HILE THERE ARE

no guarantees about the

outcomes in life, the final
act in the High Holiday drama reminds us
that we always have a hand in shaping
our destiny.



